
Honorary Vaquero
Bobby Yañez

Please join us in honoring Bobby as our          
2015 Fiesta Honorary Vaquero!

By: Jessica Yañez (granddaughter)

 
Bobby grew up working on the ranch of approximately 
7000 acres and 300 head of cattle, helping out with 
roundups and calf brandings as early as age eight. He 
grew into the way of life, taking advice and learning to 
rope and ride from anyone that was around. “Everyone 
had something to say, anyone that was around would 
help and give us tips”. 

Having practiced riding calves as a child for fun, Bobby 
entered his first rodeo event at the Santa Paula RCA 
rodeo at the age of 16 and placed third in the bareback 
riding competition. This began his involvement in rodeos 
and he was accepted as the 1135th member of the RCA, 
later to be called the Cowboys’ Turtle Association, and 
currently called the Pro Rodeo Cowboy Association. 
Shortly after, at the age of 17, Bobby entered his first bull 
riding competition in Ventura and placed third in that 
event as well. 

In 1945 while attending Ventura High School at the age 
of 18 Bobby was drafted into the army and served as an 
infantry man at Camp Roberts in  Paso Robles.  After a 
year, Bobby was sent to the Philippines and then Korea 
for the remainder of his service where he worked in the 
supply office. After a little less than a year abroad, Bobby 
was able to return home and resume working as a ranch 
hand working cattle and farming. 
He quickly began training horses for the first time as his 
father had a bunch of three-year-old colts with no young 
men around to break them. Bobby quickly picked up 
the skills to break, ride, and train horses and from then 
on proved to be very accomplished at it. He soon got a 
job working for Paul Graff at a ranch in Santa Paula and 
dabbled in showing his young show horses in the halter. 

   m I still roping? Why wouldn’t I be?!” my   
                    grandfather answers my first question as 
surprised as if I had just ridiculously asked if the sky is 
blue. Bobby Yañez goes on to tell me that just a week ago 
he had helped the Old Creek Winery Ranch round up their 
cattle and rope a few calves for branding. This was hardly 
a rare occurrence for Bobby as he has been helping out 
his friends and neighbors in the ranching community for 
over 75 years. Even now at the age of 89, he’s still got all 
of the knowledge and skills that keep him in the saddle 
and roping to this day. 

He modestly assures that “it’s not just me; I’ve got a good 
horse. He knows what to do. He’s a good one”. What he 
leaves out is the fact that when he first bought his current 
quarter horse Dandy, he was afraid of cattle until Bobby 
trained him to be one of the best roping horses he has 
ever had. In fact, all of the horses Bobby has ever owned 
and worked were trained by him, besides one purchased 
right after he returned from his enlistment in the army in 
1947. 

Bobby comes from a family well known in the Ventura 
County ranching community. He was born in the ranch 
house of the Hobson Ranch in Aliso Canyon, Saticoy, 
where his father, Joe, had followed in his own father’s 
footsteps as ranch foreman. Though his mother, Louisa, 
and Joe raised all of their 5 sons on the ranch, Bobby 
was the only one who seriously pursued rodeos. Joe 
proved to be an accomplished cowboy himself, having 
a part along with brother Ray and Canadian cowboy Bill 
Schwindt, in the creation of the team penning event which 
now has gained wide popularity in the rodeo world. Joe 
holds many of his own rodeo accomplishments as well, 
including winning a saddle at the Santa Barbara Fiesta for 
seven years in a row in the stock horse event.


