
James Gofourth was
born in Payete, ldaho
in 1938. He has spent
most of his adult life in
Ventura County.

He graduated from
Santa Paula High
School in 1956. His
wife, Jan and he recently
celebrated their 5Oth

wedding anniversary.
Jim spent a good part
of his working years
as a heavy equipment
operator.

The latter part as a superintendent of his family
owned businesses, Reed Land Clearing and Adobe
Company. Both companies are located in Ventura.
He has been retired since 2002.

His first interest has always been horses. He
broke and trained his first horse when he was 12

years old. Since then he has ridden horses for
pleasure, hunting, roping and show.

ln 1985 Jim began showing reined cow horses.
ln 1990 he won the Non-Pro Bridle class at the
World Championship Snaffle Bit Futurity in Reno,
Nevada. He has competed at the Santa Barbara
Fiesta since the late 1970's.

ln 2005 he and his grandson, Grayson won the #5
roping. ln 2007 he and his granddaughter, Tierney
won the Junior/Senior roping at Fiesta. Jim has
won the Tri-County Reined Cow Horse event twice
in 1989 and 1991.

Through the years he has won and placed in

several of the team roping events held at Fiesta.

Jim has always appreciated and valued traditions,
in particular those that come from our early California
history. He wanted to know how to use a rawhide

rieta and for the past
few years he has worked
Iocal brandings using a

rawhide rieta.

Jim has shot rifle,
pistol and shotguns
competitively and has
earned a National Rifle
Association Lif etime
Master classification with
the pistol.

He is a life member of
Safari Club lnternational,
benefactor member
of the National Rifle

Association, Founding member of the Contemporary
Long Rifle Association, member of the National
Muzzle Loading Rifle Association, member of
the American Bladesmith Society, member of the
California Rifle and Pistol Association, member of
the Corriente Cattle Association, member of the
Rancheros Visitadores - Charro Camp, California
Historical Society, Ventura County Sheriffs
Association Mounted Search and Rescue and Vice
President of the Fillmore Roping Club.

One of Jim's other hobbies is gun and knife
smithing.

He has a complete gunsmith-blacksmith shop
where he builds exact handmade replicas of 1790
era longrifles.

He also hand forges and builds custom knives
often using his own forged Damascus steel.

Jim lives on a small ranch with his wife in Santa
Paula.

They have raised two daughters, Eden and
Lesa and are the proud grandparents of two
granddaughters, Tierney and Marisol and one
grandson, Grayson.
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