
Fred Reyes is a true Vaquero
of the Californio tradition. He is
a direct descendant of the Ortega
family, whose Iand grants in the
1830's stretched along the Gaviota
coast from Point Concepcion to Dos
Pueblos. When Fred was born in

1933, his father, Juan Reyes, was the
foreman of the Klipstein Ranch near
Maricopa in Kern County and was
one of the top vaqueros in Southern
California at the time, being greatly
admired for his work with the reata.

ln 1945, Fred's family moved to
the Sneddon Ranch in the Cuyama
Valley which they had purchased the
previous year. The headquarters of
this ranch is situated at the base of
the Sierra Madre Mountains and is
the only ranch in Santa Barbara Canyon in northeastern
Santa Barbara County. This ranch utilizes approximately
80,000 acres of grazing in Los Padres National Forest
as well as deeded acreage. The name was eventually
changed to the Walking R Ranch. Fred has lived on this
ranch ever since, still operating it to this day.

Fred's father passed away in 1949 at the age of 50.
Shortly thereafter, Fred attended Cal Poly in San Luis
Obispo, graduating in 1953 with degrees in Animal
Husbandry and Horseshoeing. ln 1955, Fred was
drafted and spent two years in the Army. During this time
he met his wife-to-be, Phyllis Jean; they were married in

1958. Jean retired as secretary of Cuyama High School
and is currently busy remodeling their home in Santa
Barbara Canyon. Fred and Jean have two daughters,
Melanie and Juanice, who became avid readers while
growing up on the ranch since there was no television
or computers.

Fred runs a cow/calf operation headquartered at the
Walking R Ranch, but also utilizes other leases as they
become available. Many of his cattle run in the rugged
canyons and potreros of Los Padres National Forest
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and Fred does most of the work himself. Since 1958,
Fred has used Catahoula cow dogs to help gather his
cattle out of the rugged back country as they save a lot
of time and wear and tear on the horses.

Fred raises and trains his own horses and prides
himself on being well mounted. He prefers Quarter
Horses with a little Thoroughbred in the bloodlines feeling
that this adds stamina and longer legs to help cover the
country. His hobby is training colts and problem horses.
Because of his knowledge and expertise with horses
and cattle, Fred is frequently asked to help the neighbors
with their gatherings and brandings. ln addition, he has
judged rodeos and stockhorse classes in Cuyama and
the Southern San Joaquin Valley.

Fred's philosophy can be summed up by his favorite
saying, "lf you can't do it on horseback, it's not worth
doing."

With this philosophy and his lifelong commitment to
cattle ranching in the vaquero tradition, we are very
pleased to have Fred Reyes as our Honorary Vaquero
for 2006.
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