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Chuck and Bill's roots go deep into the history of

ranching in Santa Barbara County. Their great-great-
grandfather, Jose de la Guerre, was the last commandant
of the Presidio of Santa Barbara. He obtained sev-
eral land grants in Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties.
Their great grandmother, Maria Antonia de la Guera
y Orena, purchased several other Land Grants in the
1840's. Their grandfather, James B. Rickard, was one of
the originators of Old Spanish Days as well as one of the
founders of Rancheros Visitadores and an early member
of the Society of Los Alamos. Chuck and Bill are long-
time members of both of these prestigious groups. Their
uncle, Judge John T. Rickard, was El Presidentc of Old
Spanish Days in 1949 and served two terms as Mayor of
Santa Barbara from 1953 to 1951.

When Chuck and Bill graduated from college in
1962, they formed King Brothers Cattle Company and
leased a ranch near Parkfield in Southern Monterey
County. They subsequently bought their mother's herd
and leased the home ranch at Los Alamos. Even though
operating separately now, they have continued to operate
ranches and run cattle mostly in Santa Barbara County,
but also, from time to time, in other parts of the state as

well as in Oregon, Nevada and Colorado. They are both
active in the Cattlemen's Association at the local, state

and national levels. They have served on the State and
County Board of Directors and on various committees.
Bill is a past President of the Santa Barbara County
Cattlemen' s Associalion.

Chuck and Bill's children have all helped out working
on the ranches over the years. Chuck has four daughters.
Teri is in the insurance business in Paso Robles. He has

two daughters, Ciera and Sammi. Tina is in involved in
ranching in Alberta, Canada. She has two sons, Bryson
and Cole. Step-daughter Sara is attending film school.
Caci is still in high school and has a mutton busting
buckle from the 1995 Fiesta Rodeo.

Bill's daughter Jenny helps her dad run the cattle
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operations and is Secretary of the Santa Barbara County
Cattlemen's Association. His son Billy is involved in
ranching in the Los Alamos area and is a long time
member of the Fiesta Rodeo Board of Directors and par-
ticipant in the Tri-county events. Daughter Katy operates
a business in Santa Maria.

Chuck and Bill have participated in the Tri-county
events of the Fiesta Rodeo since the mid 1 960' s . In l9l0 ,

they won the team penning with Ted Monighetti and in
2003, Chuck was a member of the winning team in the
Senior Team Penning. They have both spent a number of
years on the board of the Fiesta Rodeo and have served
on a number of its committees.
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