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Paying tribute to the unsung men and women whose hard
work and sense of community sustain the ranching lifestyle is a
treasured tradition of the Old Spanish Days Stock Horse Show
and Rodeo. Every year someone from the Tri-Counties area is
named Honorary Vaquero. Ray Allen, former manager of the
Alisal Cattle Ranch, has been chosen as the 2004 honoree for
this event's BOth anniversary.

Born and raised in Pocatello, Idaho Ray leamed his
horsemanship and ranching skills while working summers on
the family ranch. They ran cattle and did dry farming.

He attended Idaho State College until the Korean War
broke out. He served his country for the next four years in the
United States Air Force.

Drawing on his ranching roots his posrmilitary life led him
back to career as a working cowboy.

In 1955 he married "Mike," a horsewoman in her own
right, taking her away from an anticipated veterinary career.

They began a life together working on ranches in Rupert,
Idaho and Fallon, Nevada. They are proud parents of three
children and grandparents to six. Daughter Terri Woods is the
Rural Crime Prevention Specialist for the San Luis Obispo
County Sheriffs Office and current president of the S.L.O.
County Cattlewomen's Association. Daughter, Vicki Penwell, is
a medical missionary, teacher and administrator for Mercy in
Action Foundation. Son, Craig, is a farm manager for Old
English Rancho, a major Thoroughbred breeding and racing
facility near Sanger, California.

As luck would have it Ray was referred in 1957 to the horse
division of Silver Creek Ranch, Inc. owned by Ann G. and C.
H. "Pete" Jackson, Jr. They just happened to have an opening.
He was hired to work at their thoroughbred breeding and racing
facilities in Elko, Nevada and in Santa Barbara County.

Ray and "Mike" were blessed to spend the next 35 years
with the Jackson family operations.

"The Jacksons were quite prominent in the polo community
in Santa Barbara. When I went to work for them they were
phasing out of polo and into thoroughbred racing. I rode colts
for them. This was a pretty big change for me from ranch hand
to working with thoroughbreds," revealed this soft,spoken,
unassuming cowboy.

The manager of the horse operation at that time was Dean
Mullins, who serued as a mentor helping Ray refine his
horsemanship skills.

Ray assumed the position of general manager of Silver
Creek Ranch, Inc. in 1970 and he and Mike moved
permanently to Santa Barbara in 1912. Ray's duties were to
oversee the Thoroughbred horse operations in Califomia,
Nevada and Kentucky. Mike also worked with the Silver Creek
horses and eventually became Ray's assistant manager in the
breeding operation.

After "Pete" Jackson's death in l97B his son, Palmer, and
his mother, Ann, added the Rancho San Carlos (Petan Co.) and

the Alisal Cattle Ranch in Solvang to the list of Ray's
responsibilities.

Ray was involved with the Old Spanish Days Fiesta Stock
Horse Show and Rodeo in the 1980's and early 1990's serving
on the commiltee and as a competitor.

"Dean Talberl (who now manages the Alisal Cattle Ranch)
initiated the idea of adding a ranch horse class to the Fiesta
stock horse show. He and I hashed out the details and Palmer
Jackson threw in his support sponsoring the trophy saddles. The
Alisal Ranch Horse Class was born and remains one of the
event's most popular classes," he recalled.

Ray was involved with the show in the days when the
Honorary Vaquero tradition was conceived.

"I feel very honored and humbled to be in such illustrious
company as the previous vaqueros," he confided with the slow,
polite cadence cofilmon to those whose lives are governed by
the rhythms of nature.

His involvement with the cattle industry includes acting as
a director and as treasurer of the Santa Barbara Cattlemen's
Association, and as a current director of San Luis Obispo
Cou ntry Cattlemen's Association.

After retiring from Petan Co in 1993, he and "Mike" moved
to a small spread near Paso Robles where they raise a few
horses and calves. "Mike" works for the Mid-State Fair, and
despite the title of "retired," Ray still enjoys working cattle and
helping friends and neighbors with branding. He rides with
such renowned cattlemen as John Lacey, who runs cattle
operations from Tejon Ranch to Bridgeport, and earned
"Remuda of the Year" honors in 2003. They met on the
Rancheros Visitadores ride.

The OId Spanish Days Fiesta Stock Horse Show and Rodeo
committee explained that Ray epitomizes the type of individual
they want to honor - a respectful steward of animals and the
land who is always unselfishly ready to help his fellow
ranchers.
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Honorary Vaquero, Ray Allen.


