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Ray Yanez
199E Honorary Vaguero

\Jaming a Honorary Vaquero is one of Old Spanish Days Fiesta
I \ "Competencia de Vaquero" traditions. Chosen each year by
former recipients of this honor, a member of the tri-counties ranching
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is acknowledged for his or her contribution to this lifestyle.

Vaqueros. Representing the sixth generation of horsemen in his fam-
ily, Yanez's love of horses has brought him an exciting and colorful
life.

Yanez was born in 1914 at the Hobson Ranch in Santa Paula where
his father Joseph, Sr.. was the foreman. His mother was the daughter
of Ramundo Olivos of Ventura. Yanez started riding horses almost
before he could walk. He rode his pony to school in Saticoy. Ray was
only 10 when his father died, and his brother Joe Jr. took over as fore-
man of Hobson Ranch. Although he moved to Ventura with his mother
and sisters, he returned every summer to work the ranch for his brother.

His duties at Hobson Ranch included working cattle and breaking and
training horses.

His experience earned him the chance to work with top cattlemen at
Cuyama Ranch like Al Stone, Jim Heath, Choloe Valenzuela. He took
care of cattle owned by Clipstein and Rudnick of Kern Valley Packing
Company on the Cuyama Ranch under Juan Reyes for five years.

His expertise earned the opportunity to train and show horses for
Channing and Katy Peake in Buellton.

Among the f-amous names who looked to Yanez lbr his Vaquero skills
were Gregory Peck, Richard Widmark, and Marlon Brando (Yanez trained the horse used for Brando's film, The Appaloosa).

He roped with Monte Montana and Ben Johnson, made a movie with Slim Pickens, was friend to Joel McCrea.

With enough ribbons, trophies, saddles and cups to fill a museum, Yanez is comfortable in the show ring. In 1951 he received the coveted
Wilber May Perpetual Trophy from the Pacific Coast Quarter Horse Association. In both 1951 and 1953 he was named Pacific Coast
Quarter Horse Association Best All Around Horseman of the Year.

His specialty is reining, and he is one of the few California horsemen who can use the old-fashioned spade bit.

In 1949 Ray, his brother Joe, Bill Schwindt and Andy Jauregui introduced a new sport at the Ventura Country Fair Rodeo. Team penning
has gone on to become an event of worldwide popularity.

Names he is associated with read like a "who's who" of cowboys; Dale Smith, Chuck Sheppard, Gordon Davis, Gene Rambo, Roy Wales,
Clay Carr, Dan Poole and Don Dodge.

Since 1946 he has also enjoyed the challenge of judging. He has been an approved judge for the American Quarter Horse Association and
hold cards allowing him to judge seven breeds of horses in the American Horse Association.

With the help of long-time friend, Dr. Weden Humphries, Yanez developed such an extensive knowledge of horse science that he was
asked to teach Horse Science and Management at Ventura College in 1913. He spent five years there instructing classes that were always
filled to capacity.

His horsemanship was to bring him yet another adventure in 1980 when he moved to Pahoa, Hawaii and became manager and trainer for
the Hawaiian Shores Equestrian Center. He was one of only four professional trainers in Hawaii where he also conducted clinics for the
University of Hawaii, and ran the first approved Intemational Arabian Horse show ever held on the islands.

Returning to California, he maintained his own boarding and training stables in Camarillo and Ventura.

At 85 years old he still rides and trains horses with his wife Yvonne. They are now back at their beloved Aliso Canyon Ranch that has
belonged to the Smith-Hobson family since 1902.

No stranger to Old Spanish Days Fiesta Stock Horse Show and Rodeo, Yanez was the judge for the 1976 show, and he has shown and won
many times at this annual event.

Being chosen as the 1998 Honorary Vaquero is one of the "greatest honors I could receive, following in the footsteps of my brothers Joe
and Fred Yanez."
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