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GERALD DONATI
orn and raised in Cayucos, Gerald moved to

Santa Maria in 1930 and attended Santa Maria High
School where he was a charter member of the Santa
Maria chapter of
Future Farmers of
Ameri ca and
served as the chap-
ter's second presi-
dent.

School days
over, Donati
ranched in partner-
ship with his fa-
ther, the late Ar-
noldi Donati, inSan
Luis Obispo,
Fresno, Monterey
and Santa Barbara
Counties. AJterthe
death of his father,
Gerald leased and
ranched part ofthe
old Camp Cook
property in Lom-
poc, which is now
Vandenberg AFB.
In more recent
years, he has
leased various
ranches in the lo-
cal areas where he
grazes cattle.

Years ago, Donati picked up bucking horses at
the old rodeo grounds in Lompoc and he also picked
up bucking horses manyyears ago at the Elks Rodeo
in Santa Maria.

From 1946 to 1951 he was chairman of the Tri-
Counties Western Horse Show at the Santa Barbara
County Fair, where he initiated the traditional saddle
giveaway to promote the stock horse competition.
During this time, he also introduced team penning to
the Santa Maria area.

In those days team penning leatured two-men
teams who had to cut out and pen five head of cattle.
In 1958, Donati became chairman of the Santa Ynez
Valley Horse Show and introduced three-man teams
to give more people a chance to participate in team
penning. The number of head to cut was reduced to
three and a foul line was also added to make it eas-
ier on the animals. Donati's introductions of these
provisions for team penning are still in use today.

Gerald is a past president of the Santa Barbara
County Cattlemen's Association, and the Santa Maria
Roping and Riding CIub. He served several years as

state director of the
Cali fornia Cattle-
men's Association
and has spent more
than 25 years as the
association's hide
and brand commit-
tee chairman. He is
currently active in
both the Santa Bar-
bara and San Luis
Obispo County Cat-
tlemen's Associa-
tion.

He was also the
organizing chairman
of Santa Ynez Tor-
tilla Days, which is
now called "Old
Santa Ynez Days".

Donati was a

long time member of
the Santa Barbara
Fiesta Stock Horse
Show and Rodeo
Committee, a past
member and direc-
tor of Vaqueros de
Los Rancheros. He

is still an active member, and has been since 1956, of
the Los Rancheros Visitadores. ln 1971, he was
chosen as the outstanding Ranchero of the Year.
Gerald was also an inductee into the Horseman's
Hall of Fame at the Santa Barbara County Fair in 1981.

Gerald, 73, is now semi-retired but still active in
ranching. He lives in Paso Robles with his wife,
Glenda, who is employed as a Brand Inspector.

He is the father of Barbara Donati, a lab techni-
cian living inAustralia; Geraldine Thompson, a school
teacher; PeggyVas Dias, asecretary, mother ofTodd
& Cara, all living in Mountain View; and a son, Robert,
who lives in Salinas and is employed as a factory rep
resentative.

This year's Fiesta will see Gerald entered in the
OId Timers Team Roping (tre and Dutch Wilson won
it in 1987), the Old Timers Steer Stopping and the
Team Penning.
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