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Clarence Minetti was born in Cayucos in San
Luis Obispo County, on February 8, 1918. He and
his parents moved to Guadalup e in 1925 where
he attended grammar school. in Guadalupe,
Betteravia, and later Cayucos from where he
graduated. He attended high school at the Santa
Maria Union High Schoolwhere he graduated in
1935. After graduation he worked on a ranch for
two years and then went to work for Golden State
Creamery in Guadalupe in 1937 where he worked
until December of 7940.

In 1940 he married Rosalie Marettiand went to
work for his father-in-law, Charles Maretti on
January l, of L941. He was hired as a ranch hand
and has worked on the Corralitos Ranchos ever
since. His father-in-law passed away in 1947 and
Clarence found himself in charge of the cattle
operation and dry farming.

In 1958 he purchased the Palace Hotel in
Guadalupe, with his partner then and now, Richard
Maretti, and opened the Far Western Tavern. In
1961 he took on anotherpartner and opened the
Far Western Liquor Store in Santa Maria .ln 197 6
with his ranch partner, Ralph Maretti, he purchased
the Commercial Hotelin Guadalupe.

The Far Western Tavern has become quite
famous as the home of the "bulls eye" steak.
Each year when the Olympic Arena, the SAC
Missile Competition, and the Santa Maria Elks

Rodeo takes place in the nearby communities, the
restaurant is a popular spot for many of the people
that compete.

Clarence and Rosalie have raised 3 children.
Charles "Tyke" Minetti, is now in full charge of
their cattle operation and also a partner inlheir
quarter horse business. Marie Will is the chief
accountant for the Far Western Tavern, Inc., and
Susan Righetti. Allof the children are married, and
Clarence is blessed with 6 grandchildren.

Clarence has served his community well. In 1943
he became involved with Elks Lodge +1538 in
Santa Maria and helped stage their first rodeo. In
1953 he became the Arena Director, a position he
still holds. In 7966 he became the general chair-
man of the annual Santa Maria Elks Rodeo. He is
currently a director of the Elks Recreational Founda-
tion and has been in that position since 1950. He
served as Exalted Ruler of BPOE #1538 for the
year 7960-61. He served on the Santa Barbara
County Grand Jury in 1.964 andagain in 797 4.He
was awarded Citizen of the Year for Santa Maria
Valley in 1973. ln 7976 he was awarded Elk of
the Year.

Clarence has served Old Spanish Days Fiesta
Rodeo and Stock Horse Show for many years, first
serving as co-chairman with Jimmy Freeman at
Pershing Park. He has served continuously on the
Fiesta Committee and has been co-chairman with
Dick May, Max Watkins and Harlan Brown.

Clarence is a member of the Cowboy Hall of
Fame in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. He is a mem-
ber of the Vaqueros De Los Ranchos since 1943,
plus a directorand pastpresident in 1957. In 1988
the Vaqueros De Los Ranchos granted Clarence a
lifetime membership in this organization.

He is a member of Rancheros Visitadores and
currently serves as a director. In 1985 he was
chosen by the 37th District AgriculturalAssocia-
tion as "Livestock Man of the Year" for Santa
Barbara County. He is a past President of the
Guadalupe Chamberof Commerce, and nowserves
as its manager.

Clarence has served as past director of the
Santa Barbara County Cattlemen's Association,
the Reined Cow Horse Association, and the Santa
Maria Valley Chamber of Commerc e. ln l9T S he
was awarded Citizen of the Year by the Santa
Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Clarence continues to lead an active life with the
ranch, restaurant, rodeo, and trail rides, as well as
serving on many committees.
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