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1980 HONORARY VAQUERO
James Freeman

Santa Barbara County

The 1980 Santa Barbara
Old Spanish Days Fiesta
Stock Show and Rodeo is
proud to announce James
Freeman as its Honorary
Vaquero.

Jimmy, as he is known
to his many friends, was
born after the turn of the
century on the Vail Ranch
in Temecula, California. His
father was cattle foreman of
the huge spread at that time
and Jimmy spent all of his
youth in the saddle, helping
his father move cattle and
even as a child drove the
cattle herds from the foot-
hills of the Vail Ranch over
the mountains and down
into the Imperial Valley to
the feeds lots of Brawley.

ln 1932 Jimmy moved to
Santa Barbara where he
worked for the Jordano
Company for 5 years, and
then went into the meat
packing business for him-
self, but always kept active in the livestock industry. In 1951 fire destroyed
the meat packing plant, across the freeway from the Showgrounds, and
shortly thereafter Freeman moved to his ranch in the Refugio Canyon
where he still maintains his home and ranching business.

Seventy-year-old Freeman has been very active in many Santa Barbara
County projects, and for 27 years rode with the Ranchero Visitadores
and was an original member of the Santa Barbara County Trail Riders.
For many years he maintained 2 ranches, his home spread in Refugio and
leased another ranch in Lompoc. Jimmy, a widower, was married for 37
years and has 2 sons, James of Hope Ranch and Leslie of Refugio Canyon,
8 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.

Jimmy Freeman still runs his own cattle business t6day, riding through
the foothills and mountains of the Refugio area and is proud to be a friend
and neighbor of former Governor Reagan.
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